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PRESS RELEASE

10" April, 2020

70" Foundation Day of Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR)
9™ April, 2020

The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), an autonomous organization of the
Government of India with its focus on building cultural links with countries around the world
and connecting people to people through Cultural and Educational exchanges, celebrated its
70" Foundation Day on 9" April, 2020. However, the grand celebrations planned earlier are
now postponed by a year in the wake of Covid-19.

“ICCR is all about cultivating an enlightened understanding of Indian culture and when the
entire Global community is facing an unprecedented challenge, feeling lonely and
disconnected, the message of Indian philosophy i.e. Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam or the world is
a family has become more relevant than any time in the past. Even in this lockdown situation,
ICCR is conducting e-tutorials in Yoga, classical dances and even Hindi and Sanskrit. We
are working with a ‘show must go on spirit’. A Global Art Competition on the theme of facing
the challenge of Covid-19 unitedly has already been announced and through many such
programmes we will rise to the occasion”, ICCR President Dr Vinay Sahasrabuddhe said in
his message on this occasion.

ICCR was founded in 1950 by India's first Education Minister, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, with
the objective of fostering and strengthening cultural relations and mutual understanding
between India and the world, and to promote cultural exchanges with other countries and
people.

During the last seven decades, the functioning of ICCR as an institution has acquired newer
dimensions towards promotion of India’s cultural heritage and has emerged as the ‘soft
power’ arm of the Ministry of External Affairs through an array of well-designed and targeted
programmes.

A wide-range of ICCR’s cultural, academic and intellectual exchanges and promotion of
India’s culture abroad encompass various outreach activities through its 38 cultural centres
abroad and 19 Regional Offices within India, including Indian art, history, oral traditions,
dance, music, yoga, languages, food, festivals and contemporary issues.



Major programmes under the ambit of ICCR being conducted for the larger objective of
creating an enlightened understanding of Indian culture amongst the global community, could
be broadly categorised as follows:

I. Promotion of Indian art forms by sponsoring visits of Indian cultural delegations abroad and
holding Festivals of India abroad;

ii. Hosting foreign cultural troupes and international Cultural Festivals in India;

iii. Exhibitions of art and Craft in India and abroad,;

iv. Gifting Busts and Statues of India’s iconic figures abroad;

v. Executing scholarship schemes for international students;

vi. Fellowship programmes, establishing Indian Chairs in foreign institutions/universities;

vii. Inviting distinguished and academic visitors from abroad to give them a glimpse of India;
viii. Awards programme (Alumni, Indology and Sanskrit);

ix. Promotion of understanding of Indian languages, especially Hindi and Sanskrit and also
Indian literature, abroad,;

x. Promotion of Yoga and celebration of International Day of Yoga abroad,;

xi. Conducting Annual Lecture Series (Deen Dayal Upadhaya Memorial Oration to mark the
World Culture Day on May 21)

Over the years, through this cross fertilization of ideas, ideals and cultures, ICCR has taken
our millennia old civilizational and cultural values to the world and has fostered the goal of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam - the world as a family. The strong cadre of ICCR alumni, who are
infused with the same spirit of enlightened globalization has been instrumental in spreading
ICCR’s message. The council now annually offers about 4,000 scholarships for
Undergraduate, Postgraduate, M. Phil./Ph.D. and Post-Doctoral Fellowships in various Indian
Universities/Institutes.

The quest for knowledge has always been fundamental to Indian Culture and Civilisation.
Since time immemorial, India has attracted knowledge-seekers and inquisitive minds from all
over the world. India continues to be a centre for learning and promotes academic exchanges
through Conferences, seminars, Chairs of Indian Studies and the activities of Alumni of Indian
institutions.

Seven decades of our existence is a matter of pride and joy. Due to the ongoing COVID19
pandemic that we face, ICCR marked this occasion of its Foundation Day on 9th April by
undertaking various online activities in India and abroad. Essay Competitions for international
students and Indian diaspora are being held in India and all over the world. A blog space of
ICCR students studying in India shall also be launched.

MEDIA/PRESSITELEVISION AGENCIES



(Ban dich khéng chinh thurc)

THONG CAO BAO CHi

Ngay Thanh Iap lan thir 70 cia Hoi dong Quan hé Van héa An Pé (ICCR)
Ngay 09/04/2020

Hoi ddong Quan hé Van héa An Bd (ICCR), t6 chirc thudc Chinh phi An D6, tap trung vao
viéc xay dung mai lién két van héa véi cac quoc gia trén thé gidi va két néi nhan dan thong
qua trao doi van hoéa va gido duc, dang ky niém Ngay Thanh lap 1an thir 70 vao ngay 9 thang
4. Tuy nhién, cac 1é ky niém Ién duoc 1én ké hoach treéc do hién da bi hodn lai mot ndm do
suw bung phat cta dich COVID-19.

“Str ménh cla ICCR la nuéi dwdng sw hiéu biét xuyén suét vé van héa An Do va khi ma toan
thé cong dong toan cau dang phai d6i mat véi mot thach thirc chwa tirng cé, cdm thay c6 don
va mét két ndi, thong diép cla triét hoc An D6, vi du nhu Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam hay ‘thé
gigi la mot gia dinh’ tré nén phu hop hon bao gio hét. Ngay cé trong tinh hinh phong tda hién
nay, ICCR dang thwc hién cac bai giang trwc tuyén vé Yoga, muia co dién va ca veé tiéng Hindi
va tiéng Phan (Sanskrit). Chlng toi dang lam viéc v&i mét tinh than rang ‘moi thr van phai
tiép tuc’. Mot Cudc thi Nghé thuat Toan cau véi chil dé doan két dé cung doi mat véi thach
thirc ciia COVID-19 da dwgc cong bé va thdng qua nhiéu chuong trinh nhw vay, ching ta sé
cat canh t¢i dich vao dang dip” Cha tich ICCR, Tién sT Vinay Sahasrabuddhe da noéi trong
Thoéng diép ctia 6ng nhan dip nay.

ICCR dwoc thanh 1ap vao nam 1950 b&i B trwdng Gido duc dau tién cia An DO, Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad, v&i muc tiéu thac ddy va ting cwdng quan hé van héa va hiéu biét 1an
nhau gitra An D0 va thé gidi, va dé thic day giao lwu van hda véi cac quéc gia va nhan dan.

Trong bay thap ky qua, ICCR hoat dong nhuv mot té chirc, da dat t&i nhirng thanh twu méi
trong viéc quang ba di san van hoéa An D6 va néi [én nhu mot vai trd “quyén lwc mém” ctia Bo
Ngoai giao théng qua mot loat cac chwong trinh c6 muc tiéu va ké hoach t6t.

Mot loat cac hoat dong trao doi van héa, hoc thuéat va tri tué phong phu cta ICCR ciing nhw
quang ba van héa An Do ra nuwéc ngoai bao gdbm nhiéu hoat déng tiép can khac nhau théng
qua 39 trung tdm van hdéa & nwéc ngoai va 19 Van phong Khu viwec & An Do, gdbm nghé thuat
An DP9, lich str, truyén théng truyén khdu, nghé thuat mda, am nhac, yoga, ngdén ngtr, &m
thwee, 1€ hdi va céc van dé dwong dai.

Céac chuong trinh chinh trong pham vi ctia ICCR duwoc thwe hién cho muc tiéu Ién hon la tao
ra sy hiéu biét ré nét vé& van héa An Do trong cdng dong toan cau, cé thé duoc phan loai
twong doi nhw sau:

i. Quang ba cac loai hinh nghé thuat An D6 bng viéc tai tro cAc chuyén tham clia cac
doan dai biéu van héa An Do ra nwdc ngoai va té chirc L& hdi An Do & nwédc ngoai:

ii. T6 chirc cac doan van héa nwdc ngoai va L& hoi Van hdéa Quéc té & An Do;

i.  Trién l1am nghé thuat va tha céng & An PO va nudc ngoai;

iv. Tang céc birc twong ban than, toan than vé cac danh nhan An D6 ra nwdc ngoai;

V. Thuc hién cac chwong trinh trao hoc bdng cho sinh vién qudc t€;



vi. Cac chuwong trinh hiru nghi, thiét 1ap nhirng vi tri (Ghé&) An D6 tai c4c t6 chirc / tredng
dai hoc nuéc ngoai;

Vii. M@&i cac vi khach hoc thuét, néi tiéng tr nwdc ngoai dén tham quan tai An Po;
viii.  Céc chuong trinh trao gidi (danh cho cuu sinh vién, nganh An D6 hoc va tiéng
Phan);

ix. Thic ddy sw hiéu biét vé cac ngdn ngtr An Do, dic biét Ia tiéng Hindi va tiéng Phan
cting nhu van hoc An Do, & nwdc ngoai;

X. Quang ba Yoga va ky niém Ngay Qudc t€ Yoga & nuwdc ngoai;

xi. Tién hanh Chubi Bai giang Hang nam (Dién van tuwéng niém Deen Dayal Upadhaya dé
danh dau Ngay Van héa Thé gid¢i vao ngay 21 thang 5)

Trong nhirng nam qua, théng qua sw vun trong dan xen cac y twdng, ly twédng va van héa
nay, ICCR da dwa cac gia tri van hda va van minh hang nghin nam tudi cta ching t6i ra thé
gi&i va thic day muc tiéu cla Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam - thé gi¢i nhi mot gia dinh. B6i ngd
can b6 virng vang nguyén la cwu sinh vién ICCR, nhirng nguoi duoc truyén cung tinh than
toan cau thau sudt nay, chinh la céng cu truyén ba théng diép cta ICCR. Hbi dong hién cung
cap khoang 4.000 suat hoc béng hang nam cho céac sinh vién Pai hoc, Sau dai hoc, Thac s,
Tién st va Sau Tién si tai cac trwong dai hoc/ hoc vién An D6 khac nhau.

Cudc tim kiém tri thire [udn la nén tdng cho Van héa va Van minh An Bd. T thoi xa xwa, An
D0 da thu hat nhivng nguwdi tim ki€m tri thire va nhitng bd 6¢ td mo dén tir khap noi trén thé
giGi. An Do tiép tuc la mot trung tdm hoc tap va thac day trao déi hoc thuat théng qua nhitng
Hoi nghi, hoi th&do, nhitng chirc vi Nghién ctru vé An Do va hoat dong cla cwu sinh vién tir
cac t6 chirc An Do.

Bay thap ky ton tai clia ching t6i la c& mot niém tw hao va niém vui. Do su ti€p dién cua dai
dich COVID-19 ma chdng ta dang phai déi mat, ICCR sé danh dau Ngay thanh lap lan nay
béng cach thuc hién cac hoat dong truc tuyén (online) da dang & An D6 va nuéc ngoai. Cudc
thi Tiéu luan danh cho sinh vién quéc té va cong dong ngudi An Bé & nwdc ngoai sé duoc té
chtrc tai An Do va trén toan thé gi¢i. Mot khdng gian blog clia cac sinh vién ICCR dang hoc
tap tai An Do sé dwoc ra mét.
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